Appendix D: Codebook

D.1 Overview

This codebook refers to annual classifications of governmental institutions in the world along three
dimensions:

1. Type of Electoral System: Majority-Plurality, Semi-proportional or Proportional Representa-
tion.

2. Form of Executive: Presidential, Semi-presidential or Parliamentary.

3. Federalism of Political Authority: Unitary, Semi-federal or Federal.

The data was created as part of the dissertation ’Institutional Variance of the Democratic
Peace, 1816-2002: Electoral, Executive, and Federal Systems in Time and Space.’
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D.1.1 Variable Definitions

Column Variable

Description

SSNO

Year

Name

Primkey
Sysmember
Election_dem
Parlpres

Federal
Electiondem_dur

Electionall_dur
Parlpres_dur

Country codes from Gleditsch and Ward (1999).

Year in which country is observed.

Country name.

Primary key for the purpose of merging datasets,
(SSNO*10000)+year.

System membership as defined by Gleditsch and Ward (1999):
0=No, 1=Yes.

Electoral system in democracies (dem-aut>=3), 1816-2002:
1=Majority-Plurality, 2=Semi-PR, 3=PR, 4=Autocracy.

Form of executive, 1816-2002: 1=Presidential, 2=Semi-
presidential, 3=Parliamentary, 4=Non-elective.

Degree of Federalism, 1816-2002: 1=Unitary, 2=Hybrid, 3=Fed-
eral.

Duration of electoral system in democracies, 1946-2002.
Duration of electoral system in all states, 1816-2002.

Duration of presidential/parliamentary system in all states,

1816-2002.

Duration of federal system in all states, 1816-2002.

Authority index from the Polity4d dataset (democracy-
autocracy), ranging from -10 to +10, plus -66=Interruption,
-77=Interregnum, -88=Transition.

Federal_dur
Indexksg

D.1.2 Cases Included

The criteria for inclusion is based on the Gleditsch and Ward (1999) revision and update of the
Russett, Singer and Small (1968) list of independent states from 1816 to present. According to this
list, an independent polity needs to meet the following criteria: a) it has a relatively autonomous
administration over some territory, b) is considered a distinct entity by local actors or the state it
is dependent on, and c¢) has a population greater than 250,000 (Gleditsch and Ward, 1999:398).%6

I base the identification of democracy on the Polity4, version 1.0 (Gleditsch, 2003). This
version of the Polity data has been modified and extended to fit the Gleditsch and Ward (1999)
system membership definition. Scholars have used different thresholds on the democracy-autocracy
index to classify democratic states, with a score of 6 is considered a strict level and a score of 3 is
seen as lenient. In order to leave the choice of strictness to each user of this data, electoral systems
are recorded in all countries that receive a score of democracy-autocracy >= 3 on the Polity4 index.

D.1.3 Classification of Electoral Systems

Electoral systems ’translate the votes cast in a general election into seats won by parties and candi-
dates. The key variables are the electoral formula used’ (Reynolds and Reilly, 1997:7). Furthermore,
an electoral system is ’a set of elements of the electoral regulations that have a direct influence on
the conversion of votes into seats by parties and candidates. It is the basic lines of mediation that all
electoral laws apply between votes and representation integrating, as such, the core decisions that all

96Countries that do not meet the criteria for system membership are American Samoa, Andorra, Antigua and
Barbuda, Aruba, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Cook Islands, Dominica, French Guiana, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guam,
Kiribati, Lichtenstein, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated State of), Monaco, Nauru, Netherlands Antilles, New
Caledonia, Niue, Northern Marina Islands, Palau, Palestinian Territory (occupied), Reunion, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and
Principe, Seychelles, Tonga, Turks and Caicos Islands, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna.
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legislators must adopt when it comes to drafting an electoral laws, those that are able to bring about
different results in terms of representation with the same numbers of popular votes. It is a way to
constitute government bodies’ (ACE Project, 2003). The International Institute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) (Reynolds and Reilly, 1997) and the ACE Project (2003)
apply the same definitions of electoral systems.

The data here records legislative elections, including democracies only. The coding is straight-
forward if the national assembly or parliament has a unicameral structure, but in the event of a
bi-cameral structure, the lower chamber is generally the most influential and therefore used as the
basis for the coding (Druckman and Thies, 2002:760). Electoral systems come in many forms, which
can be classified within three main groups: plurality-majority, semi-proportional, and proportional
elections (Reynolds and Reilly, 1997:17-25).

1. Majority-Plurality Electoral Systems (Maj-Plur): Systems that use single-member districts
and favors allocating many seats to few parties or candidates. The winner is the one who
receives the most votes or the majority of the votes.

2. Semi-Proportional Electoral Systems (Semi-PR) Systems which inherently translate votes into
seats won in a way that falls somewhere between the proportionality of proportional represen-
tation systems and the majoritarianism of plurality-majority systems.

3. Proportional Representation Electoral Systems (PR): Representation proportionate to the
overall share of the national vote in order of the winning candidates’ position on the lists.

There are several difficulties involved in coding electoral systems. First, no sources system-
atically record electoral systems annually for the entire 200-year period of interest. Most sources
available classify electoral systems at the time of coding, which very often is not explicitly stated.
Second, electoral systems exist in many different forms and discrepancies between different classifi-
cations seem largely due to the application of unlike definitions and confusion of similar labels used
to classify different systems. A third problem refers to the failure of making the focus of attention
explicit, for example whether referring to presidential or parliamentary elections, local or central
elections, or to the upper- or lower chamber of the parliament. All these problems are dealt with by
consulting different sources of information, among them are many excellent case studies and com-
parative case studies. When sources are conflicting, the choice made is made explicit in footnotes
(see below in coding scheme).

Another problem is that of classifying the years immediately following a period of authori-
tarian rule or transition. Many of the newly independent countries are former colonies in which the
first year of democratic rule is characterized by the former colonial power appointing a government
or holding elections, whereas the first truly independent legislative election tends to follow within
the next 5 years. In this situation, each country receives a code also for the first year upon inde-
pendence because the governmental setup tends to be in the spirit of the electoral system, which is
often constitutionally accepted, although not always practically applied at that point.

Lastly, coding electoral systems rely on already made operational definitions of democracy.
It is important to keep in mind the likely bias inherently present in classifying democracy and
autocracy: the fewer democracies in a region, the laxer the region-specific criteria for classifying a
country as democratic (Geddes, 1999:13).

D.1.4 Classification of Executive

Executive systems define formal political authority between the head of state, the cabinet, and the
legislative. The two main forms of executive systems are presidentialism and parliamentarism.

The ’Executive Systems’ variable was generated through a three-stage process: It takes as
its basis information from the variables ‘Type of Regime,” ‘Head of State,” ‘Effective Executive’
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and ‘Legislative Selection’ from the Banks dataset (1986). These results were largely checked and
complemented by consulting historical records. Lastly, the values have been extrapolated in order to
avoid the problem of missing data. Specifically, this technique proved useful to overcome the problem
of missing information during the two World Wars in the original data, and in order to extend the
usage of the dataset from 1995 to 2002. If the code starting after the end of a World War differed
from the code at the outset, the code during the war was assigned as a continuation of the code at
the war outset, because major regime changes generally took place in the aftermath of the World
Wars. In addition, the extrapolation technique was applied to avoid missing information created by
different criteria for inclusion in Banks (1986, 1996) and Gleditsch and Ward (1999). The general
criteria for extrapolating being changes in the Polity4 index score of less than 3 during the relevant
time period. One example is Wurttemberg, which was included during 1816-1869 in Banks whereas
Gleditsch and Ward continue to regard it as an independent state until 1871. Consequently, the
information for 1870-71 was coded based on the ending years in the Banks dataset. Another example
is Hesse-Darmstadt in which the data for 1867-71 was based on previous Banks coding. Another
modification of the original data was smoothening the data by recoding observations classified as
‘other’ into one of the categories below. Typically, these are countries in which the head of state is
classified as ‘monarch’ for a single year within a longer period of a prime minister being regarded as
the effective executive.

1. Presidential (Pres): Systems in which the president exercises primary influence in the shaping
of most major decisions affecting the state’s domestic and foreign policy. In this category fall
regimes in which the effective executive was originally classified as ‘other’ or ‘military’ and the
head of state was president. The most important feature of presidential systems is that the
government is appointed by and contingent on presidential approval.

2. Semi-Presidential (Semi-Pres): Systems in which a prime minister works as the head of the
government (effective executive), whereas the head of state is a president. In some semi-
presidential systems, the president possesses little effective power, at least in the democratic
semi-presidential states such as Finland and Iceland. However, in other semi-presidential
systems, the president has some executive powers.

3. Parliamentary (Parl): Systems in which the executive is depending on legislative approval and
in which the prime minister exercises primary influence in the shaping of most major decisions
affecting the state’s domestic and foreign policy. This category also encompasses parliamentary
monarchies in which the head of state is a monarch, but the formal executive is the premier.
An example of a parliamentary monarchy is contemporary Spain.

4. Military: Direct rule by the military, mostly following a coup d’etat, or an outwardly civilian
government that is effectively controlled by a military elite. Some of these observations are
regimes in which the government achieved power through coup d’etat.

5. Non-elective: Systems in which selection of the effective executive is non-elective, such as 19th
Century European monarchies and theocracies in the Middle East.?” Franco Spain falls in this
category, as well as the nomenklatura systems in Eastern Europe.”® As there are examples of
in some nomenklatura systems, it is possible for a country to have an electoral system without

97Vanhanen (2000:254) interprets systems in which the governmental institution using the highest executive or
legislative power is not based on popular elections as power being concentrated in the hands of one group. Vanhanen
describes these regimes as being ’'military, revolutionary, non-elective autocratic governments, and monarchies in
which the ruler and the government responsible to the ruler dominate and exercise executive and often also legislative
power.” Vanhanen’s description encompasses most of the regimes that I classify as non-elective.

98 Nomenklatura is the communist party’s system of appointing key personnel in the government and other important
organizations. Determining whether communist regimes were non-elective in this sense was difficult at times. The
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actually performing elections. Other observations in this category are autocratic regimes in
which there are no legislative or presidential elections under democratic or autocratic rule.
These are Bhutan, Brunei, China, Eritrea, Quatar, Saudi Arabia, Somaliland and the United
Arab Emirates.

D.1.5 Classification of Federalism

In most democratic states, the constitution determines the territorial distribution of powers (Hague
and Harrop, 1987:163), or in other words, the national and the sub-national concentration of political
authority. The two main forms are unitary states, in which sovereignity is placed at the central
government, and federal states where there is a formal distribution of power between the central and
the sub-national government.

This variable was generated from a combination of sources. The starting point was the Polity
IIT dataset’s classification of ‘federalism of political authority’ (Gurr, Jaggers and Moore, 1989;
Jaggers and Gurr, 1996) during 1816-1994. The variable was compared to other comprehensive
data sources and literature, such as Gerring and Thacker’s data on unitarism (2004), Lundell and
Karvonen’s dataset on institutions (2003) and Lemco’s study of federal governments (1991). When
these sources differed, additional sources was consulted. The data was extended by following certain
rules. First, assuming continuation backward and forward of code unless there was a transition
code in-between. Secondly, assuming continuation backward and forward of code unless there was
a major change in the polity code.

Gurr, Jaggers and Moore (1989:21) political authority variable builds on structural patterns
layed out by Eckstein and Gurr (1975). They refer to federalism of political authority as ‘an im-
portant structural property of national political systems that is related to several dimensions of
authority patterns [...]. In purely structural terms it is an aspect of Conformation: federal polities
have greater complexity of Conformation than do centralized polities. Opportunities for Partici-
pation also tends to be higher in federal systems, and regional units of government potentially are
more responsive to local inputs than are centralized governments.’

Gerring and Thacker’s (2002, 2004) data and definition of federalism as ‘a highly institu-
tionalized division or sharing of responsibilities between a national authority and semi-autonomous
regional units.” Gerring and Thacker’s data provide records of federalism during 1900-2001. Since
Gurr, Jaggers and Moore’s and Gerring and Thacker’s universe did not always correspond to that of
my own (as defined by Gleditsch and Ward (1999)), I altered and checked the applicability the data
for my purpose by consulting different sources on federalism. For example, I looked at Lundell and
Karvonen’s (2003) comparative data set on political institutions during 1960-2002. Furthermore,
Hicken and Kasuya (2003) provided an excellent source for Asia after 1945 and McHenry (1997)
offered insightful discussions of federalism in post-independent African countries. Lemco (1991)
provided historical information on federations.

Since the degree to which responsibilities are shared between central and local governmental
units varies and this power-division is not always formally approved by the constitution, federalism
can sometimes be difficult to determine and operationalize. For example, the existence of territorial

1959 Constitution of North Korea was explicitly communist but established a symbolic president, an assembly and a
council headed by the prime minister as the formally highest executive organ, when in reality all political power laid
within the Political Bureau. Constitutional changes in 1980 replaced the North Korean president with the Council of
State in which all power was concentrated. North Korea was classified as non-elective therefore. The Socialist Republic
of Vietnam (North) was similarly classified as non-elective during 1954-91: Until 1959, Ho Chi Minh’s presidential
government dominated Vietnamese politics and from 1960 until 1991, parliamentary elections were held, but the real
power lied within the Communist Party. During 1960-1991 therefore, North Vietnam is classified as non-elective. The
constitutional changes in 1992 reinstated the president as the head of state, established a national assembly, and a
prime minister as the head of government, which qualified North Vietnam to be classified as semi-presidential.
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sub-divisions in a country does not necessarily mean that these regions are guaranteed autonomy.
Building on the sources layed out above, my own regime classification fall into three categories:

1. Unitary: Elective legislatures and constitutional sovereignty centered at the national govern-
ment.

2. Semi-Federal: There are elective legislatures at the regional level, but constitutional sovereignty
is reserved to the national government.

3. Federal: Elective regional legislatures plus constitutional recognition of subnational authority.
In this category fall countries in which the constitution formally divides legislative authority
between regional and central governmental units.

Classification of the above outlined categories was not always straightforward. For example do
some formally unitary regimes such as Japan assure substantial authority to regional governments,
whereas power is very limited in some formally federal regimes, such as Malaysia (Hicken and Kasuya,
2003:127-128). The Philippines is fairly unitary, but is classified as mixed since substantial power is
granted to governance regionally. Such aspects of the federal-unitary distinction are a reminder of
the complexity hidden inside categories like federal and unitary, which is difficult to capture in the
form used here.
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